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I. READING COMPRElfENSIONl @ mark� -

Read the text'and ans�er the questions
, I 

THE TEXT • 

<D J�I oever forgeti tfie day when (me of my ten-year-old students shyly raised hi� 
hand and said thal he had never received a gift. We were discussi�g,,a reading story 
abou� a boy who was not going to get anything for his binhday. )ace's honestj' 
sur_pnsed the whqle class. \Vas he exaggerating., ? He was not the type. Then I 
re1_2embered that' Jace was from a poo� family and that his father didn't have a 
permanent job. 

(� . A couple of �eeks �ater. Jace wa,s ab�en�from school. -�·his happened 10 be t!1e
penod of the classroom gift exchange. fp1d1t1onally, each pupil had to brmg a �1ft tor 
an�ier pupil. As we were talking about the event, one of the pupils st'ggested that we 
buy gifts for Jacc instead. 

a> With great excitbnent, the gills began ll) come 111. I remember being !i.O proud of
my thoughtful, selfless and helpful students. After several days of absences, we lea med
that· face moved away _because his father lo!)t h�� job. I decided i� c�II Jace (lrld 1
explamcd the sto7 to h11)1. Then I drove to his house and togt:Lher, we hllcd the room 
�th all the wrapped gifts. I le was so surprised and grateful. 

© As I went to sleep that night, I thought about my students and I was thankful to 
be a part of one of th�most fmportant "lessons" or their lives. 
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Adapted from Chicken Soup.for !he SQFI

)ack Canfield 
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